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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 27 March 2012 at 7.00 pm  

 
Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, R Hudson and S Jackson. 

Mrs J Leng (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Mr Howard Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent), Mr M Hamer (Apprentice), Sgt. 

Simon Wilson, PC Catherine Skelton, the D&S Reporter and 5 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – Cllr J Fletcher and Cllr H Moorhouse. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda - Declarations declared and noted with the relevant topic/s. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Play Area  

  The Play Area Fund Raising Group requested clarification on whether the proposal was still to relocate the play area 

and if so would they be required to raise extra funds to cover the costs of this relocation?  The Chairman explained 

that the area initially identified as suitable for relocation was not available.  It was agreed that Cllr Jackson would 

meet with the Cemetery Superintendent, Cllr Brown and member(s) of the Play Area Fund Raising Group to review 

how long it would be until the current play area would be required for Cemetery use, dependent upon the outcome 

decisions could then be made around the viability of updating the current equipment. 

   

3.2 Library 

  Clarification was sought as to when the Library Group would receive their funding previously agreed by the Parish 

Council.  The Parish Council receive the Precept payments in two instalments and it was agreed that upon receipt of 

such that the Library Group would then receive their allocation.  The Parish Council was allocated two representative 

appointments on the Library Group – Cllr Jackson holds one of the appointments with a vacancy for the other.  The 

Chairman requested members to e-mail him with names of suitable candidates who would be willing to fill this 

position. 

   

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 28 February 2012 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1.1 PC Jones advised that there had been 5 burglaries, 1 street robbery, 2 acts of criminal damage, 2 thefts, 1 stolen car 

and 13 incidents of anti social behaviour.  Arrests had been made for the majority of the incidents.   

5.1.2 PC Skelton was introduced and members were informed that she has taken over the role as Beat Officer for Great 

Ayton and Stokesley, PC Skelton advised members that she is in the process of increasing the number of foot patrols 

over the weekends to try and increase the level of visibility. 

5.1.3 Cllr Readman sought clarification that follow up calls in relation to anti social behaviour were still made, this followed 

a recent incident where no follow up was provided.  PC Jones confirmed that follow up calls should still be made and 

he agreed to look into why this had not occurred. 

5.1.4 Cllr Jackson asked if the increase in burglary was local to Great Ayton or was it across other areas.  PC Jones 

confirmed that unfortunately it is a local issue, with anti social behaviour been the main increase in other areas. 

5.1.5 A member of the public raised an issue in relation to cars parking on Easby Lane opposite the junction of Race 

Terrace and the obstruction that this was causing for people crossing the road.  PC Jones agreed to look into the 

issue, however, the opinion was that they were not illegally parked. 

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.  

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall – Carried Forward 

7.1.1    Repair and repainting of the iron railings.  C/Fwd. 

7.1.2 Cllr Kirk advised that the Village Hall should be ready for use during April; plastering had commenced, heating 

installation was scheduled to take place on 2 April 2012 and decoration would follow.   The premises would need to 

be cleaned in readiness for use, the Clerk was asked to arrange this with the Caretaker of the Public Conveniences.   

It was noted that the Parish Council would not be relocating back to the Hall for the time being as disabled access 

would not be available at the front of the premises until funds were available to install this.  C/Fwd. 

 

7.2 S106 Projects – A separate Meeting to be arranged for Members to bring forward their proposals for a forward plan 

of projects to be considered under the S106 funding scheme.  C/Fwd. 
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8. Planning Report – The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

    

12. Councillors’ Report 

12.1 Cllr Jackson stated that the Bench within the Captain Cooks Garden was in need of repair and that the garden needed 

to be tidied.  The Cemetery Superintendent and Apprentice to be asked to add to their programme of work. 

12.2 Cllr Hudson confirmed that the Boxing Club would be opened by June Imeson OBE on Tuesday 3 April 2012 at 6 pm 

he extended an invitation to all Parish Councillors to attend the opening in the Working Men’s Club. 

12.4 Cllr Brown reported fly tipping on the B1292 on the old road on the left hand side.  The Clerk was requested to report 

this to HDC.  A discussion ensued around the continuing issue of rubbish and dog dirt around the village, it was 

reported that the posters produced by children from Roseberry School would be displayed again in the future. 

 

The next regular Parish Council Meeting will be Tuesday 24 April 2012 to be held at 7pm in the Children’s Room at the 

Friends Meeting House. 
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